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Meaningful Membership: Session 2
What is the Church?




Objections to Church Membership

“If | come and worship as often as the
members . . .if | fellowship with these
believers as much as anyone else, if |
profit from the teaching and other
ministries of the church, and if | actively
demonstrate love from my brothers and
sisters in Christ here, why should |
formally join the church?”

Donald Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines of the Local Church




What does the Bible mean by church?

I The New Testament word for church is
ekklesia, which means the “called out
ones.” Ekklesia is translated 114 times iIn
the New Testament. Scripture uses this
word in two ways. Ekklesia (church) can
mean a local assembly. This is what we
call the church local. Ekklesia may also
refer to the church throughout the world.
We call this the church universal. Think of it
like this:




What does the Bible mean by church?

The UNIVERSAL Church

6\_/
Christians Everywhere




What does the Bible mean by church?

The LOCAL Church

A Local Body of Believers




How Is the word church used in the Bible?

Here are a few Scripture passages where the word

ekklesia is used, circle whether this passage is speaking
of the church LOCAL or UNIVERSAL.:

Matthew 16:18 LOCAL or UNIVERSAL
Ephesians 1:22-23 LOCAL or UNIVERSAL
Matthew 18:15-17 LOCAL or UNIVERSAL
Acts 8:1 LOCAL or UNIVERSAL
1 Corinthians 1:2 LOCAL or UNIVERSAL

Of the 114 times ekklesia is used, the vast majority




How does Scripture picture the church?

BUILDING

1 Corlnthlans 3: 9 Ephe3|ans 2:21;
1 Peter 2:5




How does Scripture picture the church?

| i

Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-20




How does Scripture picture the church?

FAMILY

Ephe3|ans 1 5 1 Tlmothy 3:15




How does Scripture picture the church?

“If the church is a building, then we must
be bricks in it; if the church is a body,
then we are its members; if the church
Is the household of faith, it presumes
we are part of that household. Sheep
are in a flock and branches are on
a vine. Biblically, if one is a Christian, he
must be a member of a church . . .
membership in a church is that church’s
corporate testimony to the individual

member’s salvation.”
Mark Dever, Capitol Hill Baptist Church
From Nine Marks of a Healthy Church




What are the functions of a church?

Evangelism Acts 1.8
Discipleship Matt 28:18-20; 2 Tim 2:2

Worship Acts 2:47: John 4:24

Ministry 1 Cor 12:7; Eph 4:11-13

Fellowship Acts 2:42, 46-47;
Heb 10:24-25




What are the marks of a true church?

Mark 1:

The Faithful Preaching and Hearing
of the W ord of God

Ephesians 4:11-16
1 Timothy 4:13-16
James 1:22-23




What are the marks of a true church?

Mark 2:

The Faithful Observance and Practice
of the Ordinances

(Baptism and LordOs Supper)

Matthew 28:19
Acts 2:41-42
1 Corinthians 11:23-30




What are the marks of a true church?

Mark 3:

The Faithful Exercise of Church
Discipline

Matthew 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 5:1-2
Galatians 6:1

James 5:19-20




Why join a church?

In order to W orship Christ Properly

Christ Is the first born of all creation
(King \ Ruler)

Colossians 1:15-17
Ephesians 1:15-21




Why join a church?

Christ Is the head of the church
(It 1s His church)

The Body is the fullness of Christ
(Eph. 1:23a)
The Body is filled by Christ
(Eph. 1:23b)
Christ dwells with His people




Why join a church?

In order to be a part of ChristO s Mission
OGo and make disciples . . .O
(Matthew 28:19-20)

Evangelize the Lost - John 4
Minister to the Saved - Matthew 4

In order to Serve Christ's Body —
Ephesians 6




What are the implications of church

membership?

A Church Consist of Christians

Christians (regenerate believers) have always
been those who HEAR and OBEY the Word
of God. These believers are known in the
New Testament as the “bride” of Christ

(Revelation 19:7). This means that the
purity or holiness of the church should be
important to us and that the local church
has a biblical responsibility to try and
ensure each member is a genuine
Christian.




What are the implications of church
membership?

A Church Includes Accountability

Biblical accountablllty IS a requirement issued by Jesus.
We often call it “church discipline.” Matthew 18 and
1Corinthians 5 provide especially helpful teaching in
this area. The primary emphasis of church discipline
IS to restore the fallen brother or sister to right
fellowship with Christ and the church. Church
disci I|ne IS always to be done in love and for
the benefit of all. This means that every Christian
should submit to the leadership of the church for
accountability and that a church holds its members
accountable in love. Church discipline is a necessary
method to encourage and correct.

See Matthew 18:15; 1 Corinthians 5:1-2




What are the implications of church
membership?

A Local Church Must Have Mutual
Commitment

The Lord’s Supper assumes mutual commitment
(1 Corinthians 10:16-17).

Scripture assumes mutual commitment
(Acts 5:11-14).

The existence of elders and deacons assumes mutual
commitment (1 Timothy 3).

Other members assume mutual commitment




HPBC & YOU

Church membership is to make

commitment known!




